The Butchers Arms, Audley

three circular walks from

A cosy Tudor-style village pub, with an interior of historic
importance, set on the Staffordshire and Cheshire border just
4 minutes’ drive from Junction 16 of the M6.

The Butchers Arms

At the Butchers Arms, local brothers Mark and Kevin aim to bring
the traditional pub back to life with a wide range of real ales and
a focus on a welcoming and family-friendly atmosphere.

AUDLEY, STAFFORDSHIRE

The Butchers Arms dates back to the late 18th century and
originally looked very different than it does today: following a fire
the building was rebuilt in 1939 with Tudor-style beams and
traditional black and white frontage.
Having recently refurbished the pub afters years of neglect, Mark
and Kevin have plans to continue the refurbishments to bring
back the “good old days”, with the aim of bringing the Butchers
Arms back to the centre of Audley community.

The Wedgwood Monument commemorates local mineowner John Wedgwood (1760–1839) and was erected in
1845 as dictated in his will (though his wish to be buried
beneath it was not carried out and he is buried in Audley
churchyard). The obelisk was once much taller, but was
reduced to a quarter of its former height after a storm in
1976, though a local campaign seeks to restore it.

Typically, there are four rotating real ales being served alongside
Titanic Plum Porter and our own House Ale, plus a great selection
of gins and malt whiskies, so you should find something to suit all
tastes. Yes of course, there also discounts for CAMRA members!
Speaking of tastes, our bar snacks are also locally sourced in
Staffordshire, as are the ingredients used in our traditional menu.
Did you know we also have a fully stocked function room suitable
for up to 60 guests? So why not try us for your next party or look
out for regular events and themed nights. If you need help
arranging your event, then give us a call and we can arrange a
celebration to suit any budget.
For those who are a little more energetic, why not take a look at
the selection of circular walks which have been hand-picked and
designed for a variety of capabilities, each starting and finishing
from the car park next to us.

Audley stroll
2¼ miles: Easy
A farmland stroll incorporating an ancient
defensive earthwork and a local wildlife area.

And before you ask...yes, we are dog friendly. And baby, child,
farmer, cyclist, runner, footballer, cricketer and even politician
friendly too...
This blast furnace, part of the Partridge Nest Ironworks, was
in operation from 1790. It was built by Thomas Kynnersley,
a local ironmaster, and exploited ore from pits in the valley
below. It is a listed building and a scheduled monument.

Look forward to seeing you at the the Butchers!

THE BUTCHERS ARMS
18 Church St, Audley, Stoke-on-Trent ST7 8DE
Web www.butchers.pub
Email thebutchersaudley@gmail.com
Tel 01782 722906
Opening Hours
Mon: closed
Tue–Sun: 12 noon–11pm

Food Times
Tues–Thu: 12 noon–3pm, 5–9pm
Fri–Sat: 12 noon–9pm
Sunday carvery: 12 noon–5pm

The Apedale Valley Light Railway runs diesel and steam locomotives at
weekends and on bank holidays from April to October. The gauge is
24 inches (605 mm) and the half-mile round trip takes about 15 minutes
and costs £3 for adults (as of 2019), though there are ambitious plans to
extend the line beyond its current northern terminus in future.

Wedgwood’s Monument
5¾ miles: Moderate
A stroll through woodland to a historic blast
furnace and then a monument with a fine view.

Apedale Country Park

Apedale Country Park is built on land reclaimed from open-cast coal mining. This former pit wheel
and coal wagon stand at the highest point as a memorial to the local mining industry, whose history is
explored at the Apedale Heritage Centre, where underground mine tours are available.

7 miles: Moderate
A fine walk with the chance to descend
a coal mine or ride a steam train.

Audley stroll
2¼ miles: Easy
Allow 1½ hours. Several stiles. Field paths may be muddy in places.
1 From the front door of the pub, turn left past the church to the
junction with New Road opposite Audley Community Centre. 2 Turn
right and cross at the lights. 3 Take the shallow-stepped footpath then,
ignoring the steeper steps on the left, cross the stile straight ahead at
the top of the slope and follow the path beyond round to the left of
the low castle motte. 4 The path leads along the top of a wooded bank
on your right, then descends to a wooden gate. 5 Continue down the
slope with a hedge on your left then bear right to cross a bridge over
the stream. 6 Cross the stile ahead of you and bear slightly left to the
top corner of the field. Beyond another stile, follow the field edge
ahead to another stile into a narrow lane. 7 Turn right and follow the
lane for 175 yards. 8 Just beyond a left-hand bend, turn right over a
stile by a bench onto a footpath. Cross to a stile in the opposite hedge,
then continue ahead to another stile into another lane. 9 Turn right
and walk downhill along the lane. 10 Opposite a farm entrance on the
left, cross a stile next to a gate on your right. 11 Swing left and walk
down the left-hand side of the field. Continue along the left-hand side
of the next field to a footbridge. 12 Cross the stream and a stile and
bear left into a recreation area. 13 Pass a bench, and beyond the last
house turn left into a narrow path between back gardens and a
cemetery. 14 At the cemetery entrance, turn left out to a road. 15 Turn
right and follow the road past a primary school, the entrance to Ravens
Close and the football club. Follow the road as it curves left and climbs
to meet New Road. 16 Cross carefully and go through the kissing gate
into a Wildlife Area. 17 Follow the path downhill through the trees
then, at a fork, turn left to a bridge over the stream. 18 Turn right and
walk past a pond. 19 Bear right to a bridge and recross the stream to
re-enter the trees. 20 Climb the slope ahead and then some steps to
emerge at the end of Hall Street. 21 Walk out past the theatre and
library to Church Street, and turn right to return to the Butchers Arms.

Wedgwood’s Monument
5¾ miles: Moderate
Allow 3 hours. Some paths may be muddy after rain and you may
encounter paths under crops or through cattle pastures.
1 From the front door, cross the road and turn right. 2 Take the first
left into Hall Street and walk past the library and theatre to the end
of the road beyond the junction with Hill Terrace. 3 Descend the steps
into the wood and walk down the slope to a bridge over a small
stream. 4 Continue ahead to a kissing gate into a field and follow the
left-hand edge up the slope. 5 Cross a short boardwalk and go
through a wooden kissing gate in the far corner. 6 Follow the snaking
left-hand edge of the next field to a double stile and footbridge in the

corner (though in all but the driest weather you may need to divert
right around the low marshy section of the field). 7 After the footbridge, turn right and follow a hedged green track round to the left.
8 On emerging into a field, turn immediately right and follow the
hedge on your right. 9 Go through a kissing gate and turn left, now
with the hedge on your left. 10 At the next kissing gate, turn left and
follow a fence across a paddock. 11 After the next gate, climb a flight
of steps to the former railway. 12 Turn right and follow the rail trail
for a little under half a mile until you reach a road bridge overhead.
13 Pass under the bridge and turn left up the steps. 14 Follow the
pavement ahead, crossing the end of Heathcote Road. 15 Continue
past two terraces of houses separated by a former Primitive Methodist chapel. 16 At the timber-and-thatch Miles Green Farmhouse, turn
right through gates into a farm drive. 17 Beyond the last house,
continue to a metal gate and wooden kissing gate before a barn.
18 Immediately beyond the gate, leave the track over a stile on the
left, and turn right to a second stile. 19 Climb the next field obliquely
to a stile in the top corner. 20 Follow a fence along the contour to
another stile. 21 Continue in the same direction, parallel to the fence
on your left, to the far side of the field, where you will find a stile
hidden in a dip. 22 The path beyond continues through rough grassland and scrub to a stile into more mature woodland. 23 Swing left
above some ponds, ignoring a stepped path on your right, to reach a
blue-painted waymark post beside a crossing path. 24 Take the path
straight ahead, staying within the trees, and shortly ignore a path off
to the left by another blue waymark. 25 At the next blue waymark,
turn right as indicated by a public footpath roundel on a post. 26 The
path winds along the valley bottom, passing some overgrown ironwork spoil on the left, beyond which ignore a path joining from the
left. 27 At a footbridge over a small stream, continue along the lower
path, straight ahead. 28 On reaching a track by a metal gate, turn left
and pass between two large ponds (if the path is flooded, a diversion
via the right-hand side of the second pond and the woods beyond is
possible – see map). 29 Continue to a horse stile and follow the
hedged path uphill beyond, ignoring a crossing path partway up.
30 The path joins a driveway, passing between houses and to the right
of an old blast furnace. 31 When the drive swings right, turn left over
a hidden stile and walk up the hill to a stile in the top left-hand corner
of the field. 32 Follow the field edge beyond to a gate behind some
houses, where you turn left. Turn left through another gate and past
some garages, behind which cross a stile on your left. 33 Turn right to
another stile and follow the fence beyond; partway across the field,
at another stile, the path switches to the other side of the fence.
34 Continue until the path drops to a stile and footbridge in a small
wooded valley. 35 Once out of the dip, follow the hedge on your right,
then a fence, then when this bends right cross the field ahead of you
to a wooded corner close to the road. 36 Cross a stile and turn right
to the road. 37 Turn right along the pavement then cross to a stile on
the opposite side. 38 The path beyond leads past a covered reservoir
to the Wedgwood Monument. 39 From the monument, bear right
down the hillside, steeply at first, towards the A500, keeping a wood-

ed pond well to your left. 40 Towards the bottom of the hill, the path
turns left to cross a stile beyond a belt of trees and continues to a gate
and stile. 41 Follow the track beyond, which runs parallel to the A500.
Cross a disused railway bridge and continue along the track to a metal
barrier. 42 Not long afterwards you meet a road, where you turn left,
along the pavement and away from the A500 bridge. 43 Shortly after
the pavement ends, cross to a stile on the right-hand side of the road.
44 Walk up the slope to a gate and stile and follow the farm track
beyond. 45 The track continues through further gates until you reach
Great Oak Farm, beyond which is a road. 46 Cross the road and
negotiate a stile next to the gate opposite.
Now follow steps 11 to 21 of the Audley stroll, above.

Apedale Country Park
7 miles: Moderate
Allow 4–5 hours. Several moderate climbs. Muddy in places after
rain; some field paths may be overgrown, under crop or ploughed.
1 From the front door, turn right and walk down Church Street then
Wereton Road for half a mile, ignoring all turnings to left and right.
2 After the entrance to Dean View (on the right) at the end of the
village, the road starts to descend steeply and bends to the left. On
the bend, take a narrow footpath straight on, to the right of a house
called Medway. 3 Beyond a kissing gate, walk along above the stream
then descend to a further kissing gate at the valley bottom. 4 Cross a
low bridge and walk up the opposite bank to a kissing gate into a
cultivated field. 5 Walk up the slope (if the field is impassable, follow
the left-hand edge). 6 Look out for a gap in the hedge on your left,
beyond which the path cuts the corner of the next field to a footpath
sign and gate in a line of trees. 7 Follow the narrow hedged path
beyond to a gate, then continue on the opposite side of the hedge.
8 Continue to a road by a former chapel. 9 Turn left and follow the
road for 150 yards, then turn right into Red Hall Lane. 10 Shortly, turn
left through a metal kissing gate on your left and follow the path ahead
as it curves to the right to reach Bateswood Lake. 11 Turn left and
follow the obvious path. 12 Keep left of a memorial plaque set into a
stone and follow the path across an open area, climbing gently to a
broad track backed by woodland. 13 Turn left to a car park. 14 Beyond
the entrance, take the shaded path opposite; cross a wider track by a
dog bin and continue ahead, up some steps and out to the road.
15 Turn right briefly, then cross to a stile before the war memorial and
church. 16 Follow the hedge on your right then walk to the right of a
fence across the field. 17 By an oak tree, the path turns half-right and
climbs steeply uphill towards a mast. 18 Beyond a metal stile, follow
the path ahead through the trees and around the mast compound.
The path continues within the belt of trees to a rough track. 19 Turn
right for a few yards, then left over a stile into a field. 20 Proceed to a
stile in a fence then bear half-left down the slope, past a collapsed
stile. 21 On meeting the woodland edge, turn left to find a stile into
the wood at the bottom of a dip. 22 The path swings left above a small

stream and meets another path by a bench. 23 Turn right and take the
path signposted to Perch Pool. 24 This path winds through trees, with
occasional steps and green waymarks. 25 Beyond the pool, the path
swings right and left with a field to the right, before climbing to meet
a broader path. 26 Our route turns right, but it’s worth a short detour
left to visit the former chimney of Watermills colliery. 27 Returning to
the junction above Perch Pool, continue up the valley, with the stream
and fence to your left and fields to your right. 28 Eventually the path
swings left over the valley and climbs to a kissing gate on the left. 29 Go
through the gate, passing a pond, and continue to meet a broad
crushed-stone track. 30 Turn right and follow the track as it curves left.
31 Beyond a small wood on the left, turn left at a junction and walk
up to the pithead wheel. 32 Keep right of the wheel, then turn left at
a crossroads on a descending track. 33 At the next junction, turn right
into a track with trees on both sides. 34 Turn sharp left at the next
T-junction. 35 Ignore a footbridge over the ditch on your right but very
shortly take the next right onto a descending path by a green waymark.
36 Turn right at the next green waymark, and keep straight on at the
next as you continue to descend. 37 Swing sharp left at a junction
below a footbridge and follow the path down to the car park at
Apedale Heritage Centre. 38 Pass in front of the brick-built heritage
centre and then continue along the track beyond a metal barrier near
the station. 39 After the dipping pond on the left, turn right onto a
path that runs alongside the Apedale Valley Light Railway, passing
some workshops and engine sheds. 40 After 400 yards, you approach
the end of the line; bear left onto the main track again. 41 Cross
Apedale Road, and beyond a metal barrier follow a level track with
industrial buildings to the right. 42 After the last of these, the track
continues to a fork; continue ahead beyond a metal barrier. 43 Stay
on this level track for half a mile, ignoring various turnings to left and
right. 44 At the end of the wood the track ends at a crossing path; take
the stile ahead of you and walk down the field edge to a stile into a
track. 45 Continue along the track until you reach the road at Miles
Green Farm. 46 Turn left and walk down to the old railway, crossing
the end of Heathcote Road. 47 Go down the steps on the left and turn
right under the bridge; follow the former railway line for a little under
half a mile. 48 Leave the trail down some steps on the left to a kissing
gate and continue across a paddock to a second gate. 49 Turn right
and follow the field edge to another kissing gate, where you switch to
the other side of the hedge. 50 Bear left down a hedged green lane,
then cross a footbridge and stile on the left beyond a bend. 51 Follow
the field edge to your right (though you may have to divert left to avoid
boggy ground). 52 Find a gate through the hedge in the right-hand
corner and follow the hedge down to a kissing gate. 53 Follow the path
beyond, crossing a stream near a pond before climbing through the
trees and up some steps. 54 Walk down Hall Street past the theatre
and library, then turn right to return to the Butchers Arms.
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